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WiFi is a boon, but it has become a common target for hackers. Using public hotspots puts you at
risk. Hackers can use your computer to send spam, take over your account, or even steal your
identity. If you haven't updated your computer in a while, you're at risk of being vulnerable to
security loopholes and other new hacks, notes Joe Walker at Infosecurity Magazine. Reputable

companies typically make updates available for free, and automatic updates are a good way to keep
your computer and software up to date. When updating your software, be sure to also update all
your other applications and downloads, and scan your PC for viruses. Twitter: privacy,vpn Add a

password protection capability to your smartphone, which is far more sensitive than any computer.
Apple iPhones and Androids allow for you to set a PIN that acts as the second verification factor for

Touch ID. You can also set the phone to lock after 10 incorrect entries. But remember that a
password alone is not enough to protect you from a cyber-attacker who has physical access to your

device. The 'universal' screen lock on your smartphone should be turned on. You should be using the
PIN for your phone, but if you get locked out, it is helpful if you can reset it. As more and more

information gets stored digitally, it's important to remember that cyber attacks can happen whether
you're using the Internet, your desktop, your mobile device or one of the other ways you can access
the web. Threats to your computer and identity theft can easily occur if you don't protect yourself
online, so be sure to take all the necessary precautions to protect yourself. Also, be careful of how
you handle data on your mobile device. Many devices store some kind of information online, which
means that they can be hacked just as easily as the desktop or laptop. A study by the Consumer
Technology Association says that 59.4 percent of consumers believe that their smartphone is as

vulnerable to security threats as a desktop or laptop, and even the cloud storage service Dropbox
says its users should also consider a password change for email accounts. Twitter: ConsumerVoice
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